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checked can be opened either by a small flap or by incision,
semilunar or straight. The affected lung is now seized with
forceps and drawn out and excised. The stitches necessary for
this may be done as cobblers’ double stitch. The pleura is
now sewn up after the lung is replaced, the flap adjusted, and
the operation completed ; but before the costal pleura is
sewn up the chest should be again filled with the medium.

If this medium is not absorbed and the lung repaired in
due time aspiration might be performed. By this method even
one whole lobe might be bodily removed after ligaturing its
base and if the side was not subsequently filled with lung
(other lobe or lobes and also by expansion of the lung of the
other side), even after aspiration, thoracoplasty might be
performed and the side of the chest adjusted to the size of
the lung left.
By this method, not only the lungs, but also other thoracic

viscera might be dealt with. ’

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
N ewcastle-on-Tyne, July 6th. GEORGE LANE.

" LOSS OF MEMORY AND OF SENSE OF
PERSONAL IDENTITY."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-Your annotation on " loss of Memory and of Sense
of Personal Identity " in THE LANCET of June 9th, p. 1670,
reminds me of a case which may be of interest in connexion
with this subject.
Two or three seasons back, towards the end of cub-hunting

and just before regular hunting commenced, a gentleman,
a tall, strongly-built young fellow about 25 years of age,
" trained on" with his horse from a station in the Midlands
to another some 30 miles distant to meet the hounds. He
made an early start - at that time of year hounds meet
early-and possibly did not get much of a breakfast before
starting. He rode through one run, not a particularly
severe one. Then, as hounds were moving off to draw for
another fox he found that he was lost. He had no
recollection as to who he was, oi where he had started
from in the morning, of where he was, or of what hounds
he was out with.
At a loss to know what to do, he rode up to another

man out and asked him if he would tell him what pack they
were out with. By one of those extraordinary coincidences
which in a novel would be voted very far-fetched, the man
he rode up to to inquire of was his own cousin. More
remarkable was the fact that neither knew that the other
was out ; that they resided more than a hundred miles

apart, and that while the patient had come by a train to
the meet from some 30 miles west, his cousin had come
the day before from a hundred miles east, and was out
from the house of his host. The cousin, also, though
recognising the patient at a glance, did not know where he
was at the time staying. He, the cousin, in his turn,
called to his aid his host and they put the patient in charge
of a second horseman, directing him to ride close to the

patient and not to leave him till he had deposited him at my
house.
On my return from a journey I found the patient on a sofa

in my consulting-room covered with blankets and my wife
administering hot tea. He was very cold, his most

prominent symptom being weak heart action-in fact,
the usual symptoms of concussion and shock after a

heavy fall. I had him put to bed and treated on general
principles; and in the course of 24 hours his memory
returned. Then I found that he had not long returned
from Buluwayo and the Matabele rebellion, where he had
been "just to see what was going on." He had suffered

severely from malaria and it was pretty plain that the
malaria was then by no means all out of his system. A

couple of days before, riding a young horse, hunting, he had
had one or two falls, but nothing to stop him. His heart
action for the next 48 hours remained weak and unsatis-

factory. I advised him that hunting was, for the present,
absolutely out of the question for him. The chances of
a recurrence of the symptoms, or of exhaustion from
heart fatigue in a lonely place-where he might possibly
lie in a state of exhaustion for hours before he was dis-
covered-appeared to me to be altogether too great a risk
to run. It was not a very pleasing opinion to him as he had
just got a stud of horses together to begin the season with. I
However, he acted upon it and sent his horses up for sale. 

’’

He made a complete recovery and has hunted regularly for I,

the last two seasons and, so far as I know, has never had
any return of the symptoms.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
Stratford-on-Avon, June 14th, 1900. HARRY LUPTON.

"SIR W. FOSTER AND THE MEDICAL
ARRANGEMENTS AT THE SEAT

OF WAR."
To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SiRS,&mdash;In an annotation in your issue of July 7th you
asked that I should furnish a reference to a statement by the
late Professor De Chaumont which you have been unable to
verify. If you will refer to the seventh edition of Parkes’s

Hygiene, edited by Professor De Chaumont, you will find on
page 664 the following :-

.. Avwunt of hospital accommodation.-This must not be
less than 25 per cent. of the force with reserve tents in rear
in case of need."
With reference to the mortality of 21 per cent. in the cases

of typhoid fever in South Africa I said in the debate that if
that represented the death-rate under the horrible conditions
described by Mr. Burdett-Ooutts, I believed that with proper
care and nursing it might have been reduced to 12 per cent.
I see no reason to alter that opinion. On the contrary,
I am confirmed in it by the mortality of 7’38 per cent.

recorded by Professor Victor C. Vaughan of the University
of Michigan for the typhoid fever in camp in the United
States army during the recent war and Brandt’s mortality
of 7’8 per cent. calculated on 19,017 cases.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
House of Commons, Julv llth. 1900. WALTER FOSTER.

* * We are obliged to Sir Walter Foster for so courteously
giving the reference to Parke’s Hygiene, 7th edition. To

provide hospital accommodation in the proportion of 25 per
cent. for an army such as ours in South Africa would mean
at least 50,000 beds, a provision which it seems to us would
seriously interfere with the mobility of the troops as a fight-
ing force. Professor Victor C. Vaughan’s figures are, we

understand, those of cases treated in a stationary camp in
their own country and not at the seat of war ; while
Brandt’s figures refer, we believe, to cases which had not been
exposed at all to the conditions of war. Will Sir W. Foster

be good enough to compare the enteric fever statistics of
the army in South Africa with those of the London Fever

Hospital as given by Murchison, or with those of the Metro-
politan Asylums Board for ages corresponding to those of
soldiers, say from 20 to 30 years ?-ED. L.

SICK AND WOUNDED OFFICERS’ SURGICAL
AND MEDICAL AID COMMITTEE.

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-The outbreak of hostilities in China and on the
West Coast of Africa must, it is feared, result in the early
arrival of many naval, military, and other officers invalided
home from the operations now being carried on in those
quarters. Would you kindly allow me to make known
through your columns that this Committee, originally
formed to provide medical and surgical aid for those who
have suffered in South Africa, will be equally prepared to
render assistance to officers returning home from these other
theatres of war. Applications should be addressed to the
Hon. Arthur Brodrick, at Hampden House.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
ABERCORN, President.

Hampden House, Green-street, W., My llth, 1900.

CIVIL SURGEONS ON THE WEST COAST
OF AFRICA,

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,-In both THE LANCET and the British lfIedi&iacute;’al
Journal the Colonial Office is advertising for temporary
civilian medical officers for an expedition-presumably
military-to Coomassie. The emoluments offered for this
service are &pound; 30 a month for a six months’ engagement, free
rations, a gratuity of ten days’ pay for eve,7y complete month
senerl on the coast-time occupied on the passage out and
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home apparently not counting towards the gratuity-and a
free passage out and home. When these terms are compared
with the War Office remuneration to civilian surgeons in
South Africa-viz., f.1 a day, 3s. a day allowance, free
rations, a horse and servant, two months’ pay as a

gratuity and a free passage out and home-and when
one considers that the climate of this part of the West Coast
is the most deadly along that most deadly littoral, while that
of South Africa is, under ordinary conditions, perhaps the
best in the world, the total inadequacy of the pay offered
for the temporary but arduous and deadly work demanded is
at once apparent. If there is any sliding scale of remunera-
tion based on the risks involved and the nature of the work
entailed, then the pay and allowances of these West Coast
officers should be at least double those of their South African
cnnfri:.res. Men must be down on their luck indeed-pro-
fessionally, socially, and financially-to accept this work at
the rate offered, and I can hardly congratulate the Colonial
Office on the type of medical man they are likely to obtain
by their munificent offer. 

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
July 10th, 1900. CANTAB.

"THE NATIONALISATION OF TRINITY
COLLEGE, DUBLIN."

To the Editors of THE LANCET.

SIRS,&mdash;I do not think that a controversy can be profitably
pursued on the lines of the letter of your correspondent
" Irish Graduate." He asks me to say, 

" Is Trinity College
to be the only place of collegiate education for young Irish-
men " To which I reply that I have not heard that anyone
outside the walls of a lunatic asylum has suggested anything
of the sort. My proposition is that the University of Dublin
and its College should be absolutely free from even the
suspicion of sectarian bias and should open their arms to
alumni and intending graduates in arts coming from educa-
tional institutions of any religious type and that the educa-
tion of those intending graduates should be left unrestrained
to the respective institutions. Provision already exists, I
believe, for the divinity education of these graduates in every
religious community outside Trinity College, and I propose,
simply, that that faculty shall share with others the position
apart from Trinity which they occupy.
Your correspondent takes his stand upon the numerical

predominance of Roman Catholics in Ireland, but I differ
from him in the creed that university graduation or collegiate
education should depend altogether on numerical pre-
ponderance. People who argue in this way must, to be
consistent, object in toto to the education, on the lines of
European civilisation, of any individual resident in an

Eastern country like India, where the non-European com-
munity is enormously preponderant. Education ought to be
cosmopolitan. I have already said that everyone knows that
neither the Roman Catholic priesthood nor the authorities of
Dublin University will permit desectarian education if they
can help it. The whole question can, however, be settled by
turning a deaf ear to the selfishly unreasonable demands of
the priesthood and by peremptory desectarianism of Trinity
College, and a Government endowed with a backbone could
do it without trouble, but our present rulers are too busily
employed in trying to catch the votes of the Nationalist party
in anticipation of the general election to think much about
Irish middle-class education.

I am, Sirs, yours faithfully,
A.M., M.D. DUB. UNIVERSITY.

ERRATUM.&mdash;In a letter headed " The Nationalisation of
Trinity College, Dublin," which appeared in THE LANCET of
July 7th, p. 50, the following correction should be made.
Col. 2, par. 4, line 3 : " A truly national university must be
......" should read, I A truly national university must not
be ......." "

LUNACY IN SOMERSET.-At a meeting of the
Somerset County Council held on July 2nd it was reported
that there were at Wells Asylum 339 male and 502 female
inmates and at Cotford Asylum 195 male and 270 female
inmates, making an aggregate total of 1306. For the
corresponding quarter of 1899 there were 1284 patients, 532 ,,
males and 752 females. j

PLAGUE IN AUSTRALIA.
(FROM A SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

THE returns of plague in Sydney for the week ending
May 26th are as follows: remaining at the beginning of
the week, 100; admitted, seven; discharged, 19; died, six;
remaining at the end of the week, 82. The totals up to the
end of the week are as follows : cases, 247 ; deaths, 89;
discharged, 76 ; "contacts, 1407 1 1 contacts " remaining,
115 ; cases among " contacts," seven.
The number of new cases during this week has been lower

than 
in any week since that ending March 10th. The fol-

lowing table shows the weekly returns from the beginning :-

This sudden and great reduction is not as easily accounted
for as an equivalent rise would have been.
On May lst, 2nd, llth, 13th, and 21st cases of plague

occurred at Manly. This town, which had remained
uninfected, is situated at the northerly end of the fiord
which forms the outer harbour and is about seven miles from
Sydney. It can be reached by a journey of 13 miles by road
which involves crossing water by two horse ferries ; but com-
munication is usually made by steamer. It is a favourite
place of residence for people engaged during the day in
Sydney and considerable numbers pass to and fro regularly ;
on Saturdays, Sundays, and other holidays many thousands
of people resort there. The only feature which the four
later cases had in common was their occupation at one of
the wharves. The first patient was a shopkeeper in the
town who had visited two warehouses in the neighbourhood
of the infected wharves at Sydney three days before he fell
ill ; it was supposed at first, therefore, that he had been
infected there, and it seems certain that his sole connexion
with the Manly wharf consisted in his traversing it as a
passenger. The ferry-boats carried rats and it was thought
that some must have got ashore notwithstanding the precau-
tions taken. Accordingly, as soon as the first case occurred
steps were taken to trap and examine the rats on shore, and
especially those about the wharf and the street nearest to it.
Poison had long been laid for them. Many specimens, both
alive and dead, were submitted and examined; nearly all
had enlarged livers and spleens, but these signs could not be
connected with plague after very careful examination, and
were provisionally ascribed to phosphorous poisoning. The
search was continued, it being assumed that where several
cases of plague arise plague-rats must exist ; and long after
it began to seem likely it would prove interminable one

putrid carcass was met with which afforded probable but
inconclusive evidence of plague. Shortly afterwards a rat
was sent in which furnished unmistakeable evidence of
plague. Probably the trappers had worked too close to the
wharf from which most of the rats had disappeared before
they began their work.
May 28th. -

The returns of plague in Sydney for the week ending
June 2nd are as follows : remaining at the beginning of the
week, 82; admitted, 17; discharged, eight; died, three;
remaining at the end of the week, 88. The totals up to the
end of the week are as follows : cases, 264 ; deaths, 92 ; dis-
charges, 84 ‘ contacts," 1502 ; " contacts remaining, 122 ;
cases among "contacts," seven. Since the Government
offered a capitation fee for rats taken to appointed receivers
nearly 25,000 have been paid for ; the number for May was
above 19,000. Most of them were taken in parts of the city
and its neighbourhood which are known to carry infected
rats, but a small proportion from more distant areas. To
those who are aware of the multitudes in which rats swarm in
and around Sydney these totals appear insignificant. How-

I ever, it must not be forgotten that there was a time when the
public had not been aroused to-the necessity for killing rats


